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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 

* 

by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with D. Randal Ayers (Reg. No. 40,493) on 28 March 2006. 
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3. The listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1-2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) A method for preserving a session between an SNA 
application and a TN3270E server after loss of an IP connection between the TN3270E 
server and a TN3270E client that is associated with the session, the method 
comprising: 

reestablishing the IP connection between the TN3270E server and the TN3270E 
client; and then 

forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA application; 

receiving a screen refresh from the SNA application; and 

forwarding the screen refresh to the TN3270E client over the reestablished IP 
connection, wherein forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA application 
comprises sending an LUSTAT message to the SNA application. 

i 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the method further 
comprises: 

receiving a user logon, screen from the SNA application in response to an 
LUSTAT message; 

forwarding the user logon screen to the TN3270E client; 
receiving the user logbn information from the TN3270E client; 

checking the authenticity of the received user logon information; and 

■ 

t 
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forwarding the screen refresh to the TN3270E client over the reestablished IP 

i 
i 

connection only if the received user logon information is authentic. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the screen refresh 
received from the SNA application and forwarded to the TN3270E client comprises a 
last data screen that was forwarded from the SNA application and acknowledged as 
received by the TN3270E client. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the method further 
comprises: 

receiving a user logon! screen from the SNA application in response to the screen 
refresh request; 

i 

forwarding the user logon screen to the TN3270E client; 
receiving logon information from the TN3270E client; 
checking the authenticity of the received logon information; and 
resuming the session if the received logon information is authentic. 

i 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4, wherein forwarding a screen- 

i 

i 
t 

refresh request to the SNA application, receiving a screen refresh from the SNA 
application, and forwarding the screen refresh to the TN3270E client over the 
reestablished IP connection are performed by the TN3270E server. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the IP connection 
comprises a TCP/IP connection. 

9-18. (Cancelled) 

; 

1 

t 
t 
f 
* 

t 
I 

* 

t 
1 

! 
i 
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19. (Currently Amended) A system for preserving a session between an SNA 

i 

application and a TN3270E server after loss of an IP connection between the TN3270E 

i 

server and a TN3270E client s that is associated with the session, comprising: 

means for reestablishing the IP connection between the TN3270E server and the 
TN3270E client; j 

means for forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA application; 

i 

means for receiving a : screen refresh from the SNA application; and 
means for forwarding the screen refresh to the TN3270E client over the 
reestablished IP connection, Wherein forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA 
application comprises sending an LUSTAT message to the SNA application. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product for preserving a session 
between an SNA application and a TN3270E server after loss of an IP connection 
between the TN3270E server and a TN3270E client that is associated with the session, 
the computer program product comprising a computer usable storage medium having 
computer readable program code means embodied in the medium, the computer 

i 

readable program code means comprising: 

i 

computer readable program code means for reestablishing the IP connection 
between the TN3270E server and the TN3270E client; 

i 

computer readable program code means for forwarding a screen refresh request 
to the SNA application; 



i 
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computer readable program code means for receiving a screen refresh from the 
SNA application; and 

i 

4 
J 

computer readable program code means for forwarding the screen refresh to the 
TN3270E client over the reestablished IP connection, wherein forwarding a screen 

r 
t 

refresh request to the SNA application comprises sending an LUSTAT message to the 
SNA application. 

t 

22-23. (Cancelled) 

i 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for preserving a session between an SNA 
application server and a second server after loss of an IP connection between the 
second server and an SNA client that is associated with the session, the method 

i 

comprising: 

reestablishing the IP connection between the second server and the SNA client; 

receiving a screen refresh request from the SNA client over the reestablished IP 

i 

connection; j 

forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA application server; 

receiving a screen refresh from the SNA application server in response to the 
screen refresh request; 

* 

forwarding the screen jrefresh to the SNA client over the reestablished IP 
connection, wherein forwarding a screen refresh request to the SNA application server 
comprises sending an LUSTAT message to the SNA application server. 

t 

i 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the method further 
comprises: * 
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receiving a user logon screen from the SNA application server in response to the 
LUSTAT message; 

* 

forwarding the user logon screen to the SNA client; 

receiving logon information from the SNA client; 

checking the authenticity of the received logon information; and 

forwarding the screen refresh to the SNA client over the reestablished IP 

* t 

t 

connection only if the received logon information is authentic. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the screen refresh 
received from the SNA application server and forwarded to the SNA client comprises a 
last data screen that was forwarded from the SNA application server and acknowledged 
as received by the SNA client 
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4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
art retrieved within the search is Ariga (U.S. 6,415,331 B1). Ariga discloses: 
reestablishing the IP connection between the server and the client (lines 55-58 of 
column 1, lines 34-37 of column 7, lines 15-16 of column 8, label 306 in Fig. 5, and Fig. 
6, 7, and 10); forwarding a refresh request to the application (lines 37-40 of column 7, 
lines 22-55 of column 8, labels 307-308 in Fig. 5, and Fig. 6, 7, and 10); receiving a 
refresh from the application (lines 41-46 of column 7); and forwarding the screen refresh 
to the client over the reestablished IP connection (lines 47-55 of column 7). Ariga does 
not explicitly teach the host application as an SNA application or the request as a 
screen request. However, IBM-4221 15 teaches these limitations. 

i 

The prior art references of record do not teach (alone or in combination) all the 
limitations together within the independent claims 3, 19, 21, and 24. For example, the 

r 

independent claims contain the limitation: "forwarding the screen refresh to the 

* 

TN3270E client over the reestablished IP connection, wherein forwarding a screen 

refresh request to the SNA application comprises sending an LUSTAT message to the 

\ 

SNA application." Ariga instead teaches sending a data request to the application 
server. This in combination with the remaining limitations of claims 3, 19, 21 , and 24 
could not be found in the prior art and was not considered obvious in view of the prior 
art. Therefore, the independent claims 3, 19, 21, and 24 have allowable subject matter 
and are allowable over the prior art of record. The dependent claims of these claims 
are also allowable. ' 
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i 

Claims 3-8, 19, 21 , and 24-26 are allowed. 
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5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Meucci at (571) 272-3892. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached at (571) 272-3868. The fax phone 
number for this Group is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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